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The following projects represent the work of Andrew Graham, Urban Design and Heritage 
Professional and Founder of TheUrbanGlow.  The work reflects his portfolio of work 
undertaken over the last five years both as an employee as Senior Urban Design and 
Conservation Officer at Leeds City Council, as Urban Designer at Brimbank Authority, 
Melbourne, Australia and as Founder and lead practitioner in TheUrbanGlow Urban 

Design & Heritage Ltd.  

The work is wide ranging and is firmly based upon holistic, sustainable and inclusive Planning 
and Urban Design and Heritage.

Aireborough Neighbourhood Planning Characterisation

 Urban Design and Analysis led Masterplanning - Aire Valley Urban Eco Settlement

 Re linking Neighbourhoods - Visioning and Masterplanning/Placemaking support

 Place based Regeneration of 1970’s Radburn type housing.

 Local Centre Area Action Plans - Keilor, Melbourne, Australia

 Regeneration of Pre 1919 Terrace housing based upon Place based analysis and 
local distinctiveness.

 Heritage Appraisals and Characterisation

 Townscape Heritage Initiatives HLF Supporting Documents– New Briggate, Leeds
and Kirkgate, Leeds

 City Spaces, Linkages and Public Realm including City Wide ‘Pedestrian Dominance 
Mapping’.

 City Spaces and Placemaking visions and public realm designs.

 Consultation & Outreach – TheUrbanGlow online

Andy is a well seasoned professional 
in Planning, Urban Design and Heritage 
and is a full member of the Institute 
of Building Conservation (IHBC).  He 
founded TheUrbanGlow in 2015 in 
order to inspire and engage a wider 
community in their built environment 
through online videos and seminars.  
Since this time however TheUrbanGlow 
has been working with Developers, 
Neighbourhood Planning groups and 
academics in characterisation work, 
heritage significance assessments, Urban 
Design advocacy and Masterplanning. He 
is also a member of the Cathedral’s Fabric 
Advisory Committee for Ripon Cathedral 
and York Minster and is a Design Council 
CABE recognised BEE practitioner.  
Supplementary to this he is also an 
architectural writer and photographer.   

The work contained within this portfolio presentation is designed to 
give the reader a grounding in the breadth of skills that TheUrbanGlow 
can deliver.  All work has been undertaken by Andy Graham.  

Services Offered

- Urban Design Frameworks and Analysis
- Urban Design and Architectural Advocacy
- Heritage Characterisation and Significance Assessments
- Historic Buildings Consultant
- Conservation Area Appraisals and Reviews
- Specialist Expert Witness at Appeals and Inquiries
- Advocate of Sustainable Reuse and Regeneration
- Specialist Planning Advocate of Global Trends
- Design and Heritage Support to Professional Planners
- Design and Heritage Training and Engagement
- Community Engagement and Built Environment Inspiration and   
   Advocacy
-  Schools Outreach
- Neighbourhood Planning Support Advisor
 

Introduction
Recognised Service Provider for the 

Historic Environment



Outreach, Consultation & Inspiration
Neighbourhood Planning and Characterisation

In December 2016 Andy was commissioned by a forward thinking Neighbourhood Planning group, the 
Aireborough Neighbourhood Forum, to undertake characterization work on the distinctive and place 
making qualities of Aireborough.  

The area is characterised by early vernacular houses and farmsteads, Victorian industrial development 
and later massive increases in suburban development that was heavily inspired by the Garden Village 
movement of Ebeneezer Howard and Parker and Unwin.  

The project will go on to inform the Neighbourhood Plan and has already received attention from 
Government level Ministers for the proactive, accessible and visual approach used. 

There was also some extensive and creative consultation with the community where residents were 
enthused about their area by Andy Graham’s passionate presentation about the high quality of the 
landscape and built environment.  In one exercise residents were asked to draw on maps the following;

- Places that mean something to residents    - Routes for jogging/cycling?
- routes used to get to work/school or shops    - Nice buildings/spaces?
- places residents like/dislike      - Areas for improvement



Outreach, Consultation & Inspiration
Neighbourhood MasterPlanning & Character

Aireborough Composite Masterplan 
diagram containing numerous layers.

Following examples are from whole area 
masterplan works that have been undertaken.   



Urban Eco Settlement - Masterplanning Work
Masterplans, Regeneration & Visions



Urban Eco Settlement - Masterplanning Work
Urban Eco Settlement  - Masterplanning



Regeneration - Radburn Regeneration - Radburn 
Masterplanning - Keilor Urban Design Framework

The Keilor Urban Design Framework was created for Brimbank 
Council in Melbourne, Australia, in order to provide a vision for 
this historic area to the West of Melbourne city, with particular 
focus on the Keilor shopping centre.  The strategy identified 
issues and opportunities for improved use of land and liveability 
as well as Design Policy to inform direction.  



Heritage appraisals and Conservation Area appraisal and management 
plans are a speciality.  The document shown is part of a series of 
Conservation Areas that were undertaken for Leeds City Council.  The 
analysis, research, visualisation and document production was all 
undertaken by Andy Graham. 

Image to the left shows how new development could be introduced into a 
sensitive area such as the Nether Yeadon Conservation Area.  

Consultation, public display 
and presenting to Councillors 
was all undertaken.  and these 
documents now represent 
consistent and well received 
historical summary and 
characterisation documents.  

Together with this heritage 
sensitivity appraisals have 
been undertaken on behalf of 
Forward Planners through the 
site allocations process and 
reports and sensitivity maps 
were produced to ensure new 
development does not harm the 
historic environment.  

City Spaces, Linkages & Public Realm
Heritage Appraisals & Significance



City Spaces, Linkages & Public Realm
Townscape Heritage - New Briggate, Leeds

The New Briggate Townscape Heritage Supporting Document was produced by Andy 
Graham within two weeks of receiving the brief.  Drawings, elevations, schematics 
and photography and document design were all produced in this period.  The support-
ing documentation will go on to enable Leeds City Council to gain HLF funding for this 
important part of the city centre. 



City Spaces, Linkages & Public Realm
Placemaking and Masterplanning, Selby UK

Selby town is situated between the cities of York and Leeds in Yorkshire.  Despite economic decline the town has significant aspirations for growth 
and is improving links and investing heavily in placemaking around the public realm, including temporary ‘pop up’ events and interventions.  Andy 
Graham produced the above sketches and drawings illustrating the public realm and linkage opportunities and assets around the town.  This work 
has now been extended to cover other smaller market towns within the locality. 



Regeneration - 19th Century 
Regeneration - 19th Century Terraces

Cross Green represents an isolated area of pre 1919 terrace 
housing close to Leeds City Centre.  Visioning was undertaken 
to ensure the sustainable reuse of existing houses and 
identified links, placemaking options and visioning for the 
sustainable future of the estate without unnecessary mass 
demolition. 



Beckhill is a Radburn estate built in the 1970’s. Andy Graham’s task was to lead the 
Urban Design thinking of the estate together with regeneration colleagues in Leeds City 
Council. The estate was overly permeable with lots of characteristic ‘leaking space’ that 
led to an area of high crime together with tricky topography. Nevertheless the area did 
have some site assets, such as a good location, mature trees on site and fantastic views 
towards the city centre that was located just 2 miles away.

Urban Design was tasked with site options for three areas of clearance within the area. It was 
my task to analyse, conceptualise and create layouts for all these areas. I undertook this work 
in InDesign, Photoshop and Sketchup. I also undertook exercises looking at short, medium and 
long term solutions for interventions into the existing Radburn types. This involved identifying 
potential for private rear gardens to be created that would create safer neighbourhoods.

Regeneration - Radburn
Regeneration - 1970's Radburn



City Spaces, Linkages & Public Realm

Public Realm concepts, designs and 
implementation for some of the primary projects 
within Leeds City Centre.  

Placemaking is increasingly important and much 
of Andys work has been involved with detailed 
design on the 10 ‘Breakthrough Projects’ for 
Leeds City Council. These projects include 
designs for the Leeds Arena Quarter, Kirkgate 
THI and the most important street in the city, 
The Headrow and the Town Hall spaces.  
Working with Highways, Gehl Architects 
and Farrells on some projects our work is 
multidisciplinary and plausible.  

City Spaces, Linkages and Public Realm



The City Centre Public realm work was based upon Urban Design work on space interventions undertaken over the last 
10 years. This project was based upon a brief by the Chief Planning Officer of Leeds City Council who wanted a vision 
for ‘People Friendly Places’ from the city centre. This work captures the analysis and understanding of;
 
a) Where development is likely to occur
b) Where streets and spaces are already ‘pedestrian friendly’
c) Which streets should or could be more pedestrian friendly.
 d) Provides a vision for the future development of the public realm in Leeds.

A simple model was used to graphically communicate the idea of where the ‘Pedestrian Friendly Spaces’ which in-
cluded simply colouring in the spaces in yellow and the spaces that could provide temporary or easy wins in purple.  A 
simple but effective means of communicating especially when the back map was removed so that the ‘gaps’ in such 
spaces could be seen.  

City Spaces, Linkages & Public Realm
City Spaces, Linkages and Public Realm



Outreach, Consultation & Inspiration
Consultation, Outreach and Inspiration

Some examples of outreach and 
consultation.  Top left:  Kirkgate THI 
launch where my work was a key 
focal point.  Above:  Nether Yeadon 
Conservation Area public meeting 
attended by over 100 people where I 
presented my findings and report for the 
conservation area appraisal. 
Far left:  Holbeck Temple Works workshop 
with the project team.  left:  Students of 
Leeds Beckett studying Urban Design.  

Outreach work has also included work 
in Primary schools, The Big Draw at 
Bradford Media Museum and Training 
for Professional Planners on Heritage 
Significance and responses.

Andy is a guest lecturer at the School 
of Archaeology at the University of 
York where he lectures on the MA 
Conservation Studies course.   



Beautiful City

Consultation, Outreach and Inspiration

Urban 
Glow Urban Design Training 

The Urban Glow

TheUrbanGlow  produces outreach and online videos intended to inspire and educate people about Urban Design.   Based upon knowledge of future and historic cityscapes covering everything from ‘twitter cities’ 
and smart cities to biomimicry research and ultimately liveable places.    Andy also undertakes Design and Heritage Statements and community chracterisation work for external clients as part of the consultancy 
side of  TheUrbanGlow where placemaking and sensitive design and heritage management is key.

Andy was also involved with co-writing the Annual Report by the Director of Public Health for Leeds, Dr Ian Cameron regarding Urban Design and Health and have organised, assisted and ran workshops  and 
high level events with such names as Gehl Architects, Farrells and internal events such as Leeds City Council mentally Healthy City with David Rudlin of URBED.    

Andy’s work on the In Detail Architectural books sees him researching, often from original texts, the history of cities and recording the architectural details of such places in order to educate, inspire and inform 
people about the distinctiveness of places.  The first of three books is due for publication in 2017 entitled York in Detail.    Andy was also runner up in the CABE Areas of Outstanding Urban Beauty photography 
competition in 2010. and still uses his photography skills to inform, communicate and inspire people in his work. 

WWW.THEURBANGLOW.COM

WWW.URBANGLOWDESIGN.COM
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